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A Statement Renouncing War

In the past, we supported the war led by the Empire of Japan, which brought indescribable di-
saster and tremendous loss of life especially to other Asian countries. The Buddhist teachings
were misinterpreted in a way to send young people to the battlefields and force others into hard-
ship. We not only apologize for our past behavior but also face serious self-criticism.

From this self-critique, we oppose all wars which denigrate the dignity of human life, which
justifies killing without respect. Through the wisdom of shinjin (entrusting heart), given to us by
Amida Buddha, we take responsibility for what we did in the past while never giving up efforts
to prevent war from taking place again. Here, Shinshu Otani-ha (Higashi Honganji) declares re-
nouncing war.

In addition, we beg forgiveness from the bottom of our hearts from those who opposed the war
at that time with compassion for brotherhood and world peace, but yet were abandoned by their
country and our organization.

We also truly respect all people throughout the world, who devote themselves to activities re-
nouncing war and try to bring peace to the world.

We pledge our best efforts to share the same path, no matter what their ethnicity, language, cul-
ture, and religion in order to accomplish peace by not tolerating war.
Jun.13th1995
Member of the Priestley Convention of the Otani Sect of the Shin-shu
Jun.15th1995
Member of the Lay Person’s Convention of the Otani Sect of the Shin-shu
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